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RRSA ACCREDITATION REPORT 
GOLD: RIGHTS RESPECTING 
 

School: Kirklevington Primary School 

Headteacher: Justine Moralee 

RRSA coordinator: Julie Patterson 

Local authority: Stockton-on-Tees 

Assessors: Kathy Allan and Chris Shannon 

Date: 20th March 2019 

 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The assessors would like to thank the pupils, leadership team, staff, parents and governors 
for their warm welcome to Kirklevington Primary School, for the opportunity to speak to the 
school community during the accreditation visit and for the detailed evidence provided prior to 
and during, to support the process. In particular, we’d like to thank the pupils from the RRSA 

Steering Group who delivered a fantastic presentation explaining their role and achievements 
in school, well done. 
 
Kirklevington has a very positive child centred ethos which is underpinned by children’s rights.  
Particular strengths of the school are: 
 

• Children have a very good knowledge and understanding or rights personally, locally and 
globally.  

• Relationships are mutually respectful and these are underpinned by rights respecting 

language and actions by all members of the school community. 

• Pupil voice is encouraged, respected and acted upon, resulting in pupils feeling valued 
and supported. 

• Children are confident and purposeful in taking action to support the rights of others and 

are making an impact locally and globally.  
 
Outcomes for Strands A, B and C have all been achieved. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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2. MAINTAINING GOLD: RIGHTS RESPECTING 
STATUS 
 

 
Our experience has shown that there are actions that have proven useful in other RRSA 
schools and settings in helping them to maintain and build on their practice at Gold level. Here 
are our recommendations for your school: 
 

• Continue to strengthen sustainability of the award by weaving articles explicitly through 

the school’s website, school development plan and other paperwork. 

• Utilise the World’s Largest Lesson resources to support global learning and help pupils 
identify further opportunities for campaigning and awareness raising locally and globally. 

• Build on the fantastic reflective opportunities pupils have to review their learning and the 
school environment and use their suggestions to create a formal pupil school development 
plan that is created and monitored by pupils. 

• Continue to promote children’s rights with local schools through utilising further 
opportunities to share good practice and consider supporting children to deliver workshops 
and engage with rights as they move onto secondary school. 

 

 
 

3. ACCREDITATION INFORMATION 
 
 

School context Kirklevington is a semi-rural primary school 
with 138 children on roll including nursery. 
Children are overwhelmingly from a white 
British background. The percentage of pupils 

entitled to Pupil Premium is 9% and 14.1% of 
pupils access SEN provision. 

School evaluation: Gold form received Yes  

Attendees at SLT meeting Headteacher and RRSA coordinator  

Number of children and young people 
interviewed 

2 children for tour, 11 children in steering 
group, 19 children in pupil focus group 

Number of staff interviewed 1 teaching staff, 1 support staff, 1 parent, 1 
grandparent/ volunteer, 1 governor / church 
reader  

Evidence provided Learning walk, written evidence, presentation 
by steering group and lessons 

First registered for RRSA: Nov 2015 Silver achieved: March 2017 
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STRAND A: TEACHING AND LEARNING ABOUT RIGHTS  
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is made known 
to children, young people and adults, who use this shared understanding to 
work for improved child wellbeing, school improvement, global justice and 
sustainable living. 
 

Strand A has been achieved 

 
Successful multi-layered strategies have enabled pupils at Kirklevington to learn about their 
rights. This includes the right of the month; assemblies, some led by the steering group; 
themed learning events such as water week and campaign week; and rights embedded into 
the curriculum. Children were quickly able to identify a good range of articles and they all 
demonstrated a clear understanding of the nature of rights being universal, inalienable, 

indivisible, inherent and unconditional. All were confident that they all had their rights 
respected at Kirklevington.  
 
Children recognised that not all children either locally or globally have their rights respected.  
One child said, “some parents don’t have enough money to send their children to school.” 
Another child said, “if you’re living in a war you wouldn’t get your rights met. War in Syria stops 
children having their right to education, their right to be safe and they might not have clean 
water and healthcare.” Rights are embedded across the curriculum and are threaded through 
all planning. A Y6 class working on the topic of World War 2 focused on the rights denied to 
Anne Frank and compared that with rights denied to children in war zones today. Another 
class focused on articles 6, 13, 14, 24 and 29 in their topic about Knights and Castles.  
 
The school website has a section dedicated to RRSA. It contains monthly newsletters written 

by the steering group updating everyone about their RRS work, information from the weekly 
campaign club and RRS paperwork, including the Rights Policy. Displays around school 
highlight the importance of the CRC to visitors including parents and carers. Key articles and 
RRS posters are prominent around the school. For example, Article 16 (right to privacy) is 
displayed on toilet doors, a display about Jack and the Beanstalk asked the children to identify 
which rights Jack did not have met and a Fairtrade display was linked to Article 6 (life, survival 
and development). One child explained that Fairtrade is important because, “it helps farmers 
in developing countries to have a fair price for the things they grow so they can feed their 
families.” 
 
The passion of all stakeholders for RRS is tangible. The headteacher, staff, governors and 
parents show a strong commitment and enthusiasm for RRSA and they were quick to identify 

the impact of the work. The headteacher explained, “we wanted our children to have a voice 
in school and community and look at themselves as global citizens. Children know they can 
make a difference.” A member of staff said, “Rights are embedded into everything we do, it 
makes children think about their actions and how they affect others. Children know that they 
have rights but other children also have rights and they need to promote that caring attitude.” 
Governors are updated about RRS work at every Governors meeting and there is a newly 
appointed RRS Governor who attends steering groups and works with the children. Both 
children and parents said that they talked about rights at home and that they had made a 
positive difference to children’s behaviour. 
 

 

 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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STRAND B: TEACHING AND LEARNING THROUGH RIGHTS – ETHOS AND 
RELATIONSHIPS 
Actions and decisions affecting children are rooted in, reviewed and resolved through rights. 
Children, young people and adults collaborate to develop and maintain a school community 
based on equality, dignity, respect, non-discrimination and participation; this includes learning 
and teaching in a way that respects the rights of both educators and learners and promotes 
wellbeing.  

 
Strand B has been achieved 

 

 

Children at Kirklevington understand that adults are duty bearers and they actively promote 
their rights. A display of staff photographs in the entrance is labelled ‘We are all duty bearers’ 
and all classroom doors have photographs of the duty bearers who work in that room. One 
child said, “duty bearers keep us safe and help us have our rights met.” Children were able to 
name duty bearers both in and out of school. Rights respecting work is a high priority for 
everyone at Kirklevington. Staff access regular CPD and have visited another local RRS 
school to observe good practice. RRS is a key target in the School Improvement Plan and is 
referenced in some school policies. For example, the behaviour policy, recently reviewed by 
the children is linked to Articles 3 (Best interests of the child), 12 (respect for the views of the 
child), 19 (protection from violence, abuse and neglect) and 28 (education). There is also a 
comprehensive Rights Respecting policy for adults and a child friendly version. Children 
explained that if they have a worry they can talk with any member of staff privately. They also 

have worry boxes in their classrooms, “teachers read the worries and talk to the person 
privately.” 
 
The ethos at Kirklevington is tangible on entering the school. It is mutually respectful and rights 
respecting. The headteacher said, “the CRC links to everything we do. Our ethos was strong 
but RRS has enhanced it. Parents regularly tell us that their children discuss rights at home.” 
Pupils all agreed that they are treated with respect and are all treated fairly, “If two children 
fall out, the teacher would ask both children what happened and sort out the problem.” All 
children were confident that they could approach any member of staff if they had a problem. 
All staff are now confident to use rights to try to sort out disagreements. All children believe 
that they are treated with dignity and described it as caring for each other. Children talked 
about an assembly held about dignity, self-belief and respect. One child said, “dignity is 

respect for others and knowing you get respect back. We are treated with dignity.” Another 
child said, “If someone hasn’t got an arm, don’t say to them you haven’t got an arm or make 
fun of them you treat them with respect.”  
 
All children strongly agreed that school was a safe place and were able to indicate ways in 
which this was promoted. For example, gates are locked, regular fire drills ensure children 
know what to do if there is a real fire and the school fence is soon to be made taller to keep 
‘us safe.’ Internet safety is a high priority with Y5 and Y6 children accessing regular cyber 
safety sessions run by Digital leaders from the local secondary school. All children were clear 
about internet safety rules. They knew that they can’t access some sites and were clear that 
they should tell or show an adult anything which they received on line which was inappropriate. 
They also know not to interact with strangers and could link internet safety to Article 17 which 

was displayed near all computers. All classrooms have individual risk assessments discussed 
and created by the children. They include risks such as tripping over chair legs and having an 
allergy to the class guinea pig. Children all said that the risk assessments make everyone 
more aware and careful. Workshops run by NSPCC, Police officers and Bikeability ensure 
children know how to keep themselves safe in different situations. 
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Children’s social and emotional well-being is a key driver at Kirklevington. Children are 
encouraged to talk and all know it is safe to talk to any adult in school. School is part of the 
Active School programme and staff are trained to make lessons more active. The Sports Crew 

are working to develop active playtimes, organising games and identifying where further 
resources are needed. The PSHE curriculum is based on keeping healthy in body and mind.  
A range of initiatives have been put in place to support this. They include Yoga Buds in Nursery 
and Reception classes, Little Sprouts who worked with children during active week to promote 
healthy eating, Meditation sessions and Y6 have 3 sessions with a councillor pre and post 
SATS. A more active life project is for targeted children from Reception to Y6 to encourage 
them to have a healthy and active life, while early help for parents is also available when 
needed. 
 
Pupils believe that everyone is included and valued at Kirklevington. The pupil questionnaire 
shows that pupil self-esteem has increased to 71% as a result of RRS work. One child who 
recently joined Kirklevington told his grandparents, “Everyone cares about each other, they 
care about me and look after me.” A Governor said, “It’s one big family here, there is a sense 

of care and kindness and love. You feel part of that very quickly.” KS2 children learned about 
inclusion and valuing others by taking part in a wheelchair basketball course. The headteacher 
said, “Children appreciate everyone is different and that’s ok.” 
 
A Governor described the learning environment as “calm and happy.” Children agree that they 
all respect each other’s right to learn. If a child disrupts the learning, children are quick to 
remind the perpetrator that they are denying the right to learn of the other children. Charters 
in classes are linked to relevant articles and support children’s right to learn and have a voice. 
There is also a whole school and playground charters which children agreed had made a 
positive difference to behaviour and are referenced regularly by everyone in school. Children 
agreed that their ideas about topics are sought by staff. One child said, “Adults listen to us and 
we listen to them.” They are also involved in target setting and these are used to inform the 

children’s next steps in their learning. The marking policy was recently reviewed by children 
and linked to this are progress statements produced by the children which they use when 
working. 
 

 
 

STRAND C: TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR RIGHTS – PARTICIPATION, 
EMPOWERMENT AND ACTION 
Children are empowered to enjoy and exercise their rights and to promote the rights of others 
locally and globally. Duty bearers are accountable for ensuring that children experience their 

rights.  
 

Strand C has been achieved 

 

 
Pupil voice is a strength of Kirklevington with 95% of pupils believing they can influence 
decisions in school. In addition to the Rights Respecting Steering group, children are able to 
join the School Council and Sports Crew. If children want to be part of one of the groups, they 
put their name forward and their class votes for them using an official polling booth. Children 

know that they can change things in school by using the School Council suggestion box to 
give ideas for improvements and they often write to the headteacher putting forward their ideas 
for change. A running club was developed within school as a result of a suggestion from the 
box and playground zones were put in place to help with football. A scheme called ‘Spirals of 
Enquiry’, introduced last year, which actively encourages children’s voice and uses 
questionnaires to improve children’s learning, engagement and the school environment. 
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Questions include ‘who is proud of you in school?’ ‘how can we improve your learning?’ and 
‘what would you like to change in the classroom?’ Children’s suggestions influence change in 
school and have also become part of the School Improvement Plan. For example, when a 

group of boys reported they didn’t enjoy writing and it hurt their hands different types of pen, 
including polishing pens were trialled and developing motor skills is now a regular part of 
lessons.  
 
A weekly Rights Star is chosen by the children for being respectful in school. The winner sits 
in the Rights Chair during the Celebration assembly. A member of staff said, “children are 
looking out for respectful behaviour so they know who to nominate for the Rights Star.” During 
a recent sharing event with 6 other schools, organised by the steering group, children reflected 
about fairness in their own life and around the world. The school council are active fundraisers 
and have organised a number of local and global charity events. They are involved in choosing 
the charities to support and this year have organised a whole school Talent Show for Children 
in Need. The Sports Crew organised an event to support Sports Relief where children 
completed a mile run and other sporting activities making the link to Article 31. Daisy Chain, a 

local charity to help autistic children, had been one of the children’s chosen charities for the 
last few years as some pupils access support locally and children can see the impact of their 
action.  Poppy day, the local hospice, collection of winter coats and for the local Foodbank 
and ShoeShare have also been supported by pupils at Kirklevington. 
 
Children spoke of their role as global citizens through their involvement in the local community 
and using their voice to help others in school and outside. Active citizenship features in 
enrichment topics and a comprehensive citizenship plan which is underpinned by the rights of 
the child. Fairtrade fortnight is celebrated in school and linked to rights and activities such as 
Water Week help children to understand the daily struggles of children in developing countries. 
Children took part in a water walk to emulate the walk that some children undertake in 
developing countries to collect water. 

 
Campaigning and making a difference is truly valued by pupils and adults in school and the 
community. Campaign week was highly successful and started with a pupil led assembly on 
global issues and culminated in each class sharing their experience in assembly at the end of 
the week. Confidence is now so strong that pupils have established and run themselves a 
Campaign Club. The children choose a termly focus and work to make a positive change by 
making leaflets, posters and writing letters. They have set up boxes in school and the local 
church to recycle pens and have also made posters to prevent people walking dogs on the 
school field. Class campaigns included food waste, saving polar bears and plastic pollution. 
Children designed leaflets to raise awareness of plastic pollution and these were sent out to 
every home in the village. The local MP was so impressed he shared his leaflet in Parliament 
and shared it on Twitter. One child was so inspired by Campaign Club that she wrote (at home) 

to Beano asking them to use a potato starch-based plastic for packaging as it is less harmful 
for the environment.  
 
“Children are truly empowered by rights. It is our responsibility to try and make a difference 
and children now know how they can help.” Member of staff. 
 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools

