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Welcome back, everyone! We hope you all had a well-rested Easter break and are ready for an 

action-packed Summer term. We’re hoping for some good weather so we can spend plenty of 

time in our outdoor provision and we’re so excited to introduce our new topics to the children.  

 

Our topics for this term are: 

‘Creepy Crawlies’ and ‘Land Ahoy!’ 

 

Communication, Language and Literacy 

This half term, our topic is ‘Creepy Crawlies’. We have lots of stories to inspire our learning 

such as Superworm, Mad about Minibeasts, Snail Trail, Bug Hotel…the list goes on! Lots of our 

writing activities will be based around our wonderful stories. We’ll be making a class book for 

‘How to care for minibeasts’, labelling our own drawings, writing our own poetry and making signs 

and labels for our Minibeast Shop. We are going to observe the life cycle of a butterfly, 

observing how a caterpillar transforms, and create our very own minibeast diaries based on our 

observations. We will be adding a new ‘Investigation Station’ to our outdoor area, along with a 

Bug Hotel, and lots of our creative activities will be inspired by our minibeast observations.  

 

Next half term, our topic is ‘Land Ahoy!’ There will be a focus on role play and we’ll be boarding 

our pirate ship, finding treasure, cleaning the decks and walking the plank to find out about 

pirate ships and different countries around the world. We’ll make telescopes, create dens to 

hide from the pesky pirates, listen to sea shanties and make our own pirate ships. The children 

will make their own story predictions and have the opportunity to access a range of writing 

activities such as creating their own secret messages, writing adventure stories and making 

treasure maps with simple instructions. Throughout the term, we’ll read a range of pirate 

stories such as Captain Firebeard’s School for Pirates, Pirate Girl and The Pirates Next Door.  

 

In our Letter and Sounds sessions, the children will be recapping our phase 2 sounds and the 

phase 3 sounds we have learnt so far, as well as continuing to progress through phase 3. We will 

continue with our segmenting and blending, focussing on the new sounds that we have learnt. 

We will learn how to read two-syllable words and continue to learn our high frequency ‘tricky 

words’ through a programme called ‘Action Words’.   

 

Mathematics 

In our Numeracy sessions, we’ll be making patterns and exploring more complex patterns. For 

our addition and subtraction focus, the children will use real objects to see that the quantity of 

a group can be changed by adding more and we will be encouraging the children to count on, 

rather than always recounting the items. We’ll introduce numbers to 20 and look at numerical 

patterns such as doubling, halving, sharing and odds and evens. Finally, we’ll explore different 

units of measure such as length, height, distance, weight and capacity.  
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Home Activities 

Please continue to read with your child regularly at home. We will continue to endeavour to 

change your child’s reading book on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday, if their book has been 

read. You will still be able to access the Bug Club online reading programme from home (see 

Tapestry announcement for details) and we will continue to send Phoneme Frames home every 

week. As an additional home-school activity, we will be sending out ‘Action Words’, on Tapestry, 

each week, for you to practise with your child at home. More details about Action Words will 

follow on Tapestry in the next couple of weeks.  

 

Physical Development 

The children are going to be working on their ball skills in our PE lessons this half term. They 

will practise and develop skills which include controlling a ball, rolling and throwing a ball, 

bouncing a ball, kicking a ball, catching a ball and striking a ball. They will develop individual 

skills, as well as learning how to play a few simple games and become part of a team. We have 

also arranged for a football coach from DF Coaching to come in and work with the children for 

five sessions this half term. The DF Coaching session will replace the Thursday PE lesson during 

these weeks and the sessions will be delivered on a Friday so the children will need to come to 

school dressed in their PE kits on the following Fridays: 

 Friday 23rd April 

 Friday 30th April 

 Friday 7th May 

 Friday 14th May 

 Friday 21st May 

 

This term, we will have a student teacher, Miss Rafferty, working with us. She is looking 

forward to meeting your children and beginning her final teaching placement in the Early Years.  

 

We hope you find this information useful and if you have any further questions, please don’t 

hesitate to contact us.  

 

Thank you for your support, 

 

Mrs Burns and Mrs Stainthorp  


